
MONDAY, MAY 5

Grand Rapids Public Schools 
Design Thinking Workshops
7:50-10:50 a.m.
Innovation Central High School and Coit 
Creative Arts Academy

9th grade Academy of Construction and 
Design students at Innovation Central High 
School and 4th graders from Coit Creative 
Arts Academy will be introduced to hands-
on Human Centered Design methods during 
workshops facilitated by local designers from 
Atomic Object, Designvox, GRAM, Mighty, 
MKN Design, Mutually Human, Progressive 
AE, ThinkXD, The Understanding Group, 
Varsity News Network, Visualhero and oth-
ers. Each designer will bring a perspective 
from different design disciplines but share a 
foundation in Human Centered Design. The 
workshop theme will reference the current 
OpenIDEO challenge — How might we 
establish better recycling habits at home?

GRPS endeavors such as Innovation Central 
HS and a new Museum School (launching 
in 2015) are perfect examples to highlight 
during West Michigan Design Week. The 
Museum School is a collaboration with 
Grand Rapids Public Museum, Kendall 
College of Art and Design, Ferris State 
University (KCAD), Grand Valley State 
University and the City of Grand Rapids 
with a curriculum fueled by design thinking 
process and mindsets. The Museum School 
and Innovation Central High School were 
recently included in the new Downtown 
Master Planning process by Downtown 
Grand Rapids, Inc. (DGRI).

Owen-Ames-Kimball 
Lunchtime Building Tour 
Registration at 11:45 a.m., tour from 12-1 p.m. 
300 Ionia NW, Grand Rapids. Meet in lobby.

This architectural tour of Owen-Ames-
Kimball’s corporate headquarters led by 
architect Greg Metz will show how a fresh 
design can put a whole new spin on an 
existing building. As a commitment to 
downtown Grand Rapids, OAK chose to 
stay in the city center by renovating its 
headquarters in 2011 with complete interior 
demolition and reconfi guration of the 
building. Architects — one CEU credit for the 
tour is pending. 

Attendance cap: 25. Tickets are free, but 
registration is required.

Live from New York: Updates from Design 
Central with Mei Mah and John Berry
5:30-8 p.m.
Kendall College of Art and Design 
Woodbridge N. Ferris Building, 
17 Pearl St. NW, Grand Rapids

Mei Mah

What’s it like to work at the 
Cooper-Hewitt? To run the 
National Design Awards? To 
implement design thinking 
programs for K-12 students? 
Join John Berry, executive 
director of Design West 
Michigan, as he interviews 
Michigan native Mei Mah 
about her experiences as 

Deputy Director of Education at The 
Smithsonian Cooper-Hewitt National Design 
Museum. Audience Q&A will follow. 

Attendance cap: 250. Tickets are free, but 
registration is required.

Florence Knoll: Defi ning Modern — An 
IDCEC approved CEU
5:30-8 p.m.
Bistro Bella Vita, 44 Grandville Ave. SW, 
Grand Rapids

As an architect, interior space planner 
and furniture designer, Florence Knoll’s 
commitment to design excellence in 
everything resonates clearly. This CEU 
program is an illustrative discussion of 
Florence Knoll’s contribution to interior 
design in the context of her landmark 2005 
exhibition for the Philadelphia Museum 

of Art. This exhibition traveled to college 
art galleries throughout 2007, 2008 and 
2009. Speaker: Lynne McCarthy, LEED AP, 
architecture + design manager at Knoll. 

Attendance cap: 40. Tickets are free, but 
registration is required.

TUESDAY, MAY 6

Look Behind Design: 
A Process Exhibit
Tuesday-Saturday
12 noon-9 p.m.
Arts Commons Gallery at Urban Institute 
for Contemporary Arts, 2 Fulton West, 
Grand Rapids

To some, it can seem that design happens 
like Oz pulling levers behind the curtain. Look 
Behind Design, a specially curated exhibit, 
dispels some of the mystery with a behind-
the-curtain view of how design happens 
at a group of Michigan-based companies. 
The objects they’ve created take on new 
meaning with the design process behind 
them on full display. Flex Lab at KCAD is 
teaming up with Look Behind Design to 
offer the community a 3D modeling/printing 
interactive demonstration on Wednesday 
May 7th. Flex Lab visitors can team up with 
volunteers to design and print small cups, 
rings, stickers, and even 3D scans of your 
own head for a limited number of people. 
Details at wmdesignweek.com.

Basilica of Saint Adalbert Lunchtime 
Building Tour
Registration at 11:45 a.m., tour from 12 p.m. 

654 Davis Ave. NW, Grand Rapids. Meet at 
the front entrance. 

Some designs withstand centuries! Come 
tour the recently restored Basilica of St. 
Adalbert with some of the people intimately 
involved in the work. St. Adalbert’s has 
graced the skyline of Grand Rapids for a 
century and continues to be a symbol of our 
city. Take an inside look at this spectacular 
building. Architects — one CEU credit for the 
tour is pending.

Note: Tour will be cancelled if an emergency 
event in the basilica confl icts with the tour 
date. Registrants will be notifi ed via email.

Attendance cap: 40. Tickets are free, but 
registration is required. 

KCAD Annual Student Exhibition 
Tuesday: Opening reception 4-7 p.m.
Wednesday-Friday: 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m-2 p.m.
Kendall College of Art and Design, 
17 Fountain St. NW and Woodbridge 
N. Ferris buildings

The region’s brightest emerging art and 
design talents will be on display for all of 
West Michigan to see during Kendall College 
of Art and Design, Ferris State University’s 
(KCAD) Annual Student Exhibition Week, 
running from May 6 through May 10. 
Graduating students from each of the 
College’s undergraduate and graduate 
programs will showcase their best work 
in three concurrent exhibitions that will 
transform all fl oors of both the 17 Fountain 
St. NW building and the Woodbridge N. 
Ferris Building at 17 Pearl St. NW into one 
massive gallery. All exhibitions are free and 
open to the public. 

CONTINUED INSIDE >

West Michigan has a long 

history of design, and it’s 

becoming an even stronger 

and more vital part of our 

community. West Michigan 

Design Week celebrates 

the world-class work 

happening here and hopes 

to demonstrate the strategic 

and economic advantages of 

design thinking, increasing 

opportunities for our 

own designers, attracting 

new ones, and building 

connections between 

designers and our cultural, 

educational and business 

communities.

Kendall College of Art and Design Student Exhibition.

EVENT TICKETS 
Visit wmdesignweek.com

to register for events.

THIS INFORMATION GUIDE SPONSORED BY:

Basilica of Saint Adalbert Lunchtime Building Tour.

KEYNOTE EVENT: TUESDAY, MAY 6

Shift Shaper: 
Insights from Richard Saul Wurman
6:30-7:30 p.m. reception
7:30-8:30 p.m. talk
Fountain Street Church, 24 Fountain St. NE, Grand Rapids

Conceiving “information architecture” and bringing the principles of design to 
the digital landscape. Creating TED and the appeal of “ideas worth spreading.” 
Authoring books — 83 at last count — each fueled by a passion to relieve our 
Information Anxiety.

When it comes to design and designing information, Richard Saul Wurman has 
been shaping shifts in our thinking for over 50 years.

He’s not about to let up. Come hear his insights on the changing world of design 
and the value of collaboration. He promises a glimpse at shifts we’ll all have a 
hand in shaping.

This is a free event but registration is required. 



By JOE BOOMGAARD | MiBiz
jboomgaard@mibiz.com

A
s a writer, I’ve been in this business long enough 
to know that my byline has not lured you, the 
reader, into this story. 

You’ve likely started reading this story for a 
range of reasons. Maybe the bold headline drew 

you in, or perhaps a piece of artwork enticed you to pause on 
this page and begin reading. But most readers probably don’t 
realize the role good design plays in their reading habits. The 
way a designer combined the elements to create this page forms 
an inherent, seamless part of the user experience. 

In much the same way, the sizeable design community in West 
Michigan often flies below the radar. Designers are embedded in a 
number of institutions and industries and go about the business 
of designing products and processes that affect the lives of people 
across the globe. And judging by the catalog of innovations that 
runs the gamut from fine home furniture, appliances and car-
pet sweepers to office environments and shoes, West Michigan 
designers have been active and engaged for more than a century. 

“We’ve always had design in the community, but with West 
Michigan’s traditional humility, we never fully leveraged that,” 
said Tim Mroz, vice president of marketing and communica-
tions at The Right Place Inc., a nonprofit regional economic 
development group tasked with supporting job creation. 

With the launch of the inaugural West Michigan Design Week 
from May 5-10, a loose grassroots coalition of the region’s design 
community wants to highlight the unique range of capabilities 
and design talent that it says sets the region apart. In essence, 
West Michigan’s first ever Design Week aims to erase more than 
100 years of indifference toward a key economic driver and a 
major piece of the region’s cultural heritage. 

“We want to show our design history and the current design 
happening here to prove we’re relevant in design nationally and 
internationally,” said Gwen O’Brien, president of AIGA West 
Michigan, an association for graphic designers. “We want to 
get people talking about it.”

The weeklong series of events offers an inside look into the 
region’s design-based past, present and future, as well as puts 
local design into context with outside speakers and design icons. 
The festivities were timed to correspond with other design-
themed events such as TEDxGrandRapids and Kendall College 
of Art and Design’s annual student art exhibition. 

Speakers at events during West Michigan Design Week include: 
• Richard Saul Wurman, the founder of the TED conferences
• Mei Mah, the deputy director of education at the Cooper-

Hewitt National Design Museum 
• Susan S. Szenasy, the editor in chief of Metropolis Magazine
The week also features a curated exhibit on object design 

at the Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts that offers a 
behind-the-scenes look at the design process for a handful of 

Michigan-based companies. Other events include a lecture 
on Michigan-native Florence Knoll’s contributions to design, 
a design-thinking workshop for Grand Rapids Public School 
students, walking tours of Grand Rapids architecture, a showing 
of the film “Exit Through the Gift Shop” at the UICA, an exhibit 
on Michigan modern design at the Grand Rapids Art Museum 
and bus tours of design studios across West Michigan. 

The city of Grand Rapids officially declared May 5-10 as 
Design Week. As a truly regional celebration of design, there 
are also events in Traverse City and on the lakeshore. 

The idea to host a design week in West Michigan sprung ini-
tially from O’Brien and her colleagues at the local AIGA chapter. 
When she was on a road trip to Lansing in January with other 
West Michigan-based designers to meet with state officials and 
designers from the east side of the state, O’Brien raised the topic 
of having each represented design discipline host an event as 
part of a local Design Week. The mention of the topic quickly 
catalyzed a range of brainstorming and planning, she said. 

“It has come together really well considering the extremely 
fast timeline,” said Sara Klele, AIGA West Michigan Design Week 
chair. “It’s truly a grassroots effort, and that shows how excited 
everyone is.”

The loose coalition of designers supporting the effort cov-
ers disciplines ranging from architecture and interior design to 
graphic arts and industrial design — and has the support of the 
local professional organizations. 

“Design Week is great evidence of the excitement and energy 
that West Michigan has around design,” said John Berry, direc-
tor of the more than 1,000-member Design West Michigan. 
“The collective disciplines are working together to highlight the 
importance of design to West Michigan and the energy those 
creative forces bring to our region.” 

Importantly, organizers say, the event aims to raise the aware-
ness of the capabilities and design talent in the region. They point 
to the area’s rich legacy in furniture design and its “world-class” 
art and design school with Kendall College as evidence that West 
Michigan can be part of the national design conversation. 

“We’re showing people what is here, that we’re rich in 
design,” said Greg Metz, an architect and director on the board 
of the American Institute of Architects Michigan. “We don’t do 
enough to make West Michigan aware that it is design-centric. 
This is a very design-rich area, with a long history of it, and we’re 
starting to change attitudes, accept it and celebrate it.”

While Design Week is focused on raising awareness within 
the region about the role of design, it also serves to show out-
siders what the West Michigan design community is capable of, 
according to the event planners. 

“That we are a hotbed of creativity focused on furniture, 
shoes and appliances is something the rest of the country should 
know about,” Berry said. 

Kris Larson, president and CEO of Downtown Grand Rapids 
Inc., agreed. 

“We really can perform on that (national) stage, and drawing 
recognition is important,” he said. “We want to attract the 21st cen-
tury jobs so designers can locate here. And we have the high qual-
ity of life … that you cannot replicate in (major metro areas).” ■

DESIGN MATTERS
Grassroots effort celebrates regional design community’s national relevance

Design adds to West Michigan’s 
economic security

T
he broad capabilities of West Michigan’s design community help bolster the 
region’s economic resilience and strengthen its manufacturing sector. 

That’s according to George Erickcek, senior regional analyst at the W.E. 
Upjohn Institute for Employment Research, who studies local economic trends 

and fully endorses the concept of West Michigan Design Week.
In fact, as Erickcek sees it, designers could be even more important to the region’s 

strong manufacturing economy than the number of engineers based here. 
“If you ask me, ‘Do you think a designer is more important than an engineer?’ the 

answer is yes,” Erickcek said. “I see designers as a means to keep manufacturing here. 
… My concern is keeping people employed. As long as we produce well-designed prod-
ucts in West Michigan, the 45-year-old mom of two kids will keep her job.” 

In the current global economy, manufacturers cannot base their businesses around 
competing on price alone, he said. Having strong design capabilities is a way to hedge 
against becoming just another commodity producer.

“Your product has to be wanted by the customer, and design is about meeting the 
needs of the customer. The more you do that, the more you’re able to increase your 
margin on the price (of the goods) and make a profit,” Erickcek said. “It will take as many 
workers to produce a designed product or a non-designed product, but a designed prod-
uct will have a longer life than one that’s just a commodity. And it’s not just a better price 

for a good, it’s about supporting neighbors 
in the community (through jobs).”

The ability of design thinking to bol-
ster West Michigan’s manufacturing sector 
has more economic development groups 
paying attention to design, he said, cit-
ing The Right Place Inc.’s recent inclusion 
of design as a foundation of the region 
in its strategic plan. Southwest Michigan 
First in Kalamazoo also leveraged the 
region’s design strengths to attract Newell 
Rubbermaid Inc. to locate its design center 
at Western Michigan University’s Business 
and Technology Research Park.  

The next step, he said, is making more 
manufacturing CEOs aware of how to 
use design to their strategic advantage. 
Erickcek advocates companies aligning with the term “designed manufacturing” rather 
than advanced manufacturing because it better describes what companies in the region 
are doing. 

“I would like to lead an effort to see us bury that term,” he said of advanced manu-
facturing. “I like to say ‘designed manufacturing’ as the brand for West Michigan. Our 
manufacturers are customer focused, they’re meeting future needs of customers. To 
me, designed manufacturing is a better term for the type of manufacturing we do here.” 

— Joe Boomgaard, MiBiz

“If you ask me, ‘Do 
you think a designer 
is more important 
than an engineer?’ 
the answer is yes.”

— GEORGE ERICKCEK,
W.E. UPJOHN INSTITUTE FOR 

EMPLOYMENT RESEARCH
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The design community in West Michigan wants to showcase 
its capabilities and breadth of talent by allowing the gen-
eral public a behind-the-scenes look into what goes into the 
design process for local professionals. The UICA is hosting the 
Process Exhibit from Tuesday, May 6 through Saturday, May 10 
from noon to 9 p.m. daily.



Our local chapter, AIGA West Michigan, was founded 
in 2009, uniting a group of professionals and students 
with diverse backgrounds but a common interest in 
design. We aim to create a place where design can be 

discovered, discussed, understood and appreciated. Our programming focus-
es on ways to inspire our members, learn new things and connect with each 
other and the community.

AIGA is an organization that supports the interests of design professionals, 
educators and students consisting of a membership of over 23,000 and works 
on national activities and local programs with 67 chapters.

With over 1,000 members representing the multiple 
design disciplines in the region, Design West Michigan 
explores and advocates for design as an economic 
building block. It builds on the legacy of renowned 

West Michigan companies that grew through design innovations. Design West 
Michigan believes our region’s future depends on developing and promoting a 
‘Creative Community’ and that ‘Design’ is a key to renewed growth.

The American Institute of Architects (AIA) 
is the voice of the architectural profession, 
dedicated to serving its members, advancing 

their value and improving the quality of the built environment. 

IDSA is the voice of the industrial design profession, 
advancing the quality and positive impact of design. We 
lead the profession by expanding our horizons, connec-
tivity and influence, and our service to members.

Our goal is to inspire design quality and responsibility 
through professional development and education. This empowers us to el-
evate the business of design and improve our industry’s value.

The International Interior Design Association is the preem-
inent commercial interior design professional organization 
that strives to create a strong niche for the most talented 
and visionary interior design professionals, to elevate the 
profession to the level it warrants and to lead the way for 
the next generation of interior design innovators.

The American Society of Interior Designers (ASID) is a 
community of people — designers, industry representa-
tives, educators and students — committed to interior 
design. Through education, knowledge sharing, advo-
cacy, community building and outreach, we strive to 
advance the interior design profession and, in the pro-

cess, to demonstrate and celebrate the power of design to positively change 
people’s lives. Our 28,000 members engage in a variety of professional pro-
grams and activities through a network of 48 chapters throughout the United 
States and Canada.

The Interaction Design Association is a global profes-
sional network with more than 50,000 members and 
over 140 local groups around the world. The local 
chapter provides opportunities to gather and advance 
the discipline of interaction design including a monthly 

speaker’s series and community outreach programs.

Interaction Design defines the structure and behavior of interactive systems. 
They design digital products, environments, systems and services — things 
like the apps you use on your phone, the dashboard in your car or the cus-
tomer service experience at your grocer.

Located in the heart of downtown Grand Rapids, Ken-
dall College of Art and Design, Ferris State University 
(KCAD) is committed to creating lasting impact in West 
Michigan and beyond through collaborative partner-
ships, cultural innovation, and an educational model 

that develops the talent of individuals into a force for intellectual growth, in-
dividual creativity, and community engagement. For more information, please 
visit www.kcad.edu.

WMDW
West Michigan Design Week

EVENT ORGANIZERS

A Chapter of The American Institute of Architects
AIAgrand rapids

AIA GR (American 
Institute of Architects 
Grand Rapids)

AIGA West Michigan

Ambrose

AMDG Architects

Creative Displays and 
Marketing

Crites, Tidey & 
Associates Inc.

Custom Printers

Design West Michigan

Downtown Grand 
Rapids Inc. (DGRI)

Extra Credit Projects 

GMB Architecture 
+ Engineering

Grand Rapids Art 
Museum

Grand Rapids Public 
Museum

IDSA Michigan 
(Industrial Designers 
Society of America)

The Image Group

Interphase Interiors

IxDA Grand Rapids

Kendall College of Art 
and Design (KCAD)

Knoll

Lott3Metz Architecture

Mannington Carpets

Mutually Human

NewNorth Center

Progressive AE

The Right Place Inc.

SolidThinking Design 
Software

The State Theatre 
Traverse City

Steelcase

TEDxGrandRapids

Tower Pinkster

Urban Institute for 
Contemporary Arts 
(UICA)

Visualhero

Film: Exit Through The Gift Shop
8 p.m. (one night only)
Urban Institute for Contemporary 
Arts, 2 Fulton West, Grand Rapids

Banksy is a graffi ti artist with a 
global reputation. Fiercely guarding 
his anonymity to avoid prosecu-
tion, Banksy has so far resisted 
all attempts to be captured on 
fi lm. “Exit Through the Gift Shop” 
tells the incredible true story of 
how an eccentric French shop 
keeper turned documentary maker 
attempted to locate and befriend 
Banksy, only to have the artist 
turn the camera back on its owner 
with spectacular results. The fi lm 
contains exclusive footage of 
Banksy, Shepard Fairey, Invader and 
many of the world’s most infamous 
graffi ti artists at work, on walls and 
in interviews. 

Cost: UICA members $4, non-
members $8.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 7

LAKESHORE EVENT

The De Pree Gallery at Hope 
College hosted viewing party of 
TEDxGrandRapids
9 a.m.-6 p.m.
De Pree Gallery at Hope College, 
160 E 12th St., Holland

What’s connected? True to this 
year’s theme, speakers will share 
refl ections on the nature of being 
connected and the surprising 
ways people and things connect. 
Experts from across the world 
will be in Grand Rapids for what 
might be of the the most provoca-
tive, engaging TEDxGrandRapids 
events to date. This livestream 
event is a way to offer the good-
ness of TEDxGrandRapids at 
an off-site location and give 
attendees a chance to share 
ideas and inspiration as they 
watch together. See the speaker 
lineup at tedxgrandrapids.org.

Attendance cap: 50. Tickets are 
free, but registration is required. 

Kendall College of Art and 
Design’s Woodbridge N. Ferris 
Building Lunchtime Building Tour 
Registration at 11:45 am, tour from 
12-1 p.m. 
17 Pearl St. NW Grand Rapids. Meet 
in lobby by AIA banners.

Register for an architectural 
tour of KCAD’s Woodbridge N. 
Ferris Building (the “old Federal 
Building”) with architect Patrick 
Noyes and KCAD staff. This historic 
Beaux Arts style building is on the 
National Register of Historic Places, 
requiring many creative design 
moves by the architect and the 
college to reconfi gure the federal 
building turned art museum into a 
facility able to meet the demands 
of a 21st century design school. 
Hear fi rst-hand how it was done! 
Architects — one CEU credit for the 
tour is pending. 

Attendance cap: 40. Tickets are 
free, but registration is required.

TRAVERSE CITY EVENT

Wet Paint: Reviving the Fine Art 
of Sign Painting
Curtain at 6:30 p.m.
The State Theatre, 233 East Front 
St., Traverse City

Oh, the magic you can create with 
brushes, paint, and your own pair 
of hands! Join AIGA WM and The 
State Theatre in Traverse City for a 
special Design Week screening of 
the documentary “Sign Painters,” 
followed by a Q&A panel discus-
sion from Corbin Design, NuArt and 
Britten Studios and a live demo by 
sign artist Paul Britten.

Cost: $5. Free to AIGA WM members 
and students with college I.D. To 
guarantee your seat please register 
online.  

THURSDAY, MAY 8

Grand Rapids Art Museum 
Lunchtime Building Tour 
Registration at 11:45 a.m., tour from 
12-1 p.m. 
101 Monroe Center St. NW, 
Grand Rapids. Meet in lobby by 
AIA banners.

An architectural tour of the Grand 
Rapids Art Museum with architect 
Jim Horman and GRAM staff, this 
green building tour promises to be 
a fascinating glimpse of what went 
into the making of this new Grand 
Rapids landmark. Designed by wHY 
Architecture with local fi rm Design-
Plus (now part of Progressive AE), 
the GRAM was completed in 2007. 
Architects — one CEU credit for the 
tour is pending. 

Cost: $10. Includes admission to the 
museum and entry into raffl es for 
an annual membership and store 
gift certifi cate. Attendance cap: 25.

A Director’s Tour of “Michigan 
Modern: Design That Shaped 
America”
5-6 p.m.
GRAM: 101 Monroe Center St. NW, 
Grand Rapids

Michigan Modern: Design That 
Shaped America will be on display at 
the GRAM from May 18-Aug. 24. As 
part of Design Week, the GRAM 
will host a director’s tour with Dana 
Friis-Hansen, who adapted the 
traveling show for the museum. 
The tour, which focuses on industry, 
design and architecture education, 
institutions, and public housing, will 
conclude just in time for the book 
signing by Susan Szenasy, author of 
Szenasy, Design Advocate. 

The exhibition brings together 
hundreds of landmark design 
objects, photographs, design 
drawings and video documentation 
of the leading fi gures and key 
historical developments in 
architecture, industrial design and 
furniture. Michigan Modern was 
organized by the Michigan State 
Historic Preservation Offi ce in 
association with Cranbrook Art 
Museum, curated by MPdL Studio 
of Ann Arbor, and expanded by the 
GRAM with an exhibition design by 
Seth Alec Keller.

Cost: $25 (includes GRAM admis-
sion and 1 drink ticket for the Susan 
Szenasy event). Attendance cap: 25. 

Hot Off the Press: Book Signing 
with Susan Szenasy
6-8 p.m. 
GRAM: 101 Monroe Center St. NW, 
Grand Rapids

Susan Szenasy, editor-in-chief and 
new publisher of Metropolis maga-
zine and metropolismag.com, has 
been at the helm of Metropolis since 
1986, guiding the publication to 
be a voice for design doing good. 
Catch her at the GRAM on May 8, 
when she’ll be speaking about de-
sign and signing copies of her new 
book, Szenasy, Design Advocate.

Tickets are free, but registration is 
required.

AIGA Studio on Tap: Grand Rapids
5:30-8:30 p.m.
Tour bus pickup and drop off at 
Flat Lander’s Bar, 855 Michigan St. 
NE, Grand Rapids

Bring an open mind and an empty 
belly to this special studio hop 
in Grand Rapids. The guided bus 
tour will stop at Visualhero, Extra 
Credit Projects, and a third studio 
to be determined, where you can 
learn more about each studio while 
enjoying Design Week drinks and 
appetizers. It will wrap up with one 
last toast at Flat Lander’s. Ages 21 
and up only.

Cost: $20 Attendance cap: 20. 
Registration is required.

LAKESHORE EVENT

AIGA Studio on Tap: Holland
6-9:15 p.m.
Meet at NewNorth, Design in 
Business, 62 East 8th St., Holland

Come curious, come thirsty, and 
come prepared to try something 
new at this special West Michigan 
Design Week studio hop in Holland. 
Our walking tour will begin at 
NewNorth Center, head to The 
Image Group, and wrap up at 
Ambrose, letting you learn more 
about each studio while enjoying 
Design Week drinks. Stick around 
after the tour for a printing demo 
and workshop where you can pull 
one of four pre-designed prints on 
your choice of shirt for $20 each. 
Ages 21 and up only, please.

No charge for tour, $20 for shirt 
(optional).  Attendance cap: 30. 
Registration is required.

FRIDAY, MAY 9

Devoted to Design: A Morning 
with Susan Szenasy
8:30-10 a.m.
Urban Institute for Contemporary 
Arts, 2 Fulton West, Grand Rapids

Susan Szenasy, editor-in-chief and 
new publisher of Metropolis maga-
zine and metropolismag.com, has 
been at the helm of Metropolis 
since 1986, guiding the pub to be 
a voice for design doing good. 
Susan is visiting Grand Rapids 
to engage in a series of national 
conversations exploring issues of 
design advocacy and ethics. Join us 
for donuts and coffee at 8:30 a.m. 
followed by the talk at 9 a.m.

Tickets are free, but registration is 
required.

41 Sheldon: ArtPrize Hub and 
Compass College of Cinematic 
Arts Lunchtime Building Tour 
Registration at 11:45 a.m., tour from 
12-1 p.m. 
41 Sheldon Ave. SE, Grand Rapids. 
Meet in lobby by AIA banners.

Everyone in West Michigan knows 
about ArtPrize in September, but 
how many have thought about the 
organization’s year-long home? 
This architectural tour of 41 Shel-
don, home of ArtPrize and Com-
pass College of Cinematic Arts, will 
be led by the architects at AMDG 
Architects. The design converted 
the former home of the UICA into 
a space for the highly collaborative, 
design-minded folks at ArtPrize, 
while also providing a home for the 
fi lm students and staff of Compass 
and still hosting thousands of visi-
tors for a few weeks annually for 
ArtPrize itself. Architects — one 
CEU credit for the tour is pending.

Attendance cap: 40. Tickets are 
free, but registration is required. 

SPONSORS
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Book signing with Susan Szenasy.

Special screening of 
the documentary 
“Sign Painters” at 
The State Theatre 
in Traverse City.

EVENT TICKETS 
Visit wmdesignweek.com

to register for events.




